
As the maritime industry celebrates the 50th anniversary of container-
ization, we take note of yet another record-breaking year for the
Port of New York and New Jersey. Our port, which has always
been invisible to most people, is having an even greater impact on
our prosperity, while serving as a leader in the testing of supply
chain security technologies.

For the first time, the total dollar value of the cargo volumes increased by 15.6 % to $132 billion.
Of significance was an overall 32% increase in trade with Asia.  Along with China, our other
top trading partners are Italy, Germany, India and Brazil. Imports increased by more than 11%
while exports valued at more than $25.7 billion, including products manufactured here in New
York and New Jersey, increased by almost 15%.

In a development that reflects this growth, the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey
reported that ExpressRail, its on-dock rail terminal network in New Jersey, “attained a new
record, handling 303,032 containers in 2005, nearly 7% more than in 2004.” This exciting
development means more cargo will be transported more efficiently, advancing our goal of
reducing congestion and environmental impacts in the port region. Another new development
was the initiation in 2005 of two more direct all-water services 
from Asia to the port through the Panama and Suez canals. This
brings the total to 22.

Recently, New Jersey Governor Jon Corzine indicated in a statement
that “The increased volume of cargo passing through our ports
highlights both our strong economic growth and our increasing
security needs.” The port has been a leader in security for many
years and The Port Authority is the only east coast port to participate
in a pilot program testing a “Container Security Unit” or CSU. The
CSU is a black box that is monitored using global positioning satellites.
It monitors five sensors that measure anomalies involving the doors to
the container, light entering the container, radiation, and carbon
monoxide. If the test is successful, the program will increase the
monitoring to 1,000 containers from March to October.

This experiment tests the possibility of providing surveillance at many different points in the
supply chain. The globalization of the world’s economy, and its growth over the last decade
and a half, make supply chain security a linchpin in our nation's overall security posture.
Preparedness, prevention and response are the underpinnings of a sound worldwide supply
chain security system. This port, its terminal operators and its carriers have and will continue to go
the extra mile to ensure the best possible security for our people, our neighbors and our cargo.

Frank McDonough is the President of New York Shipping Association.

For more information about the port visit our website at:
www.deliveringprosperity.com
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