
This year we are celebrating the 50th anniversary of containerization,
when a man had the idea and the vision to strap loaded tractor 

trailers on a cargo ship, appropriately named the Ideal X, and send 
it to Houston from Newark. That single action has defined a future
that few could have imagined, but because of which we all prosper. 

The use of shipping containers to hold cargo revolutionized commerce.
It hastened the advent of mass retailing and globalization of production and delivery in many industries.
It also brought environmental advantages by making each step in the shipping process more efficient,
using less energy and providing opportunities for decreasing our reliance on fossil fuel. 

Today, New York Shipping Association continues to bring prosperity to the region through the distribution
of goods and the creation of jobs. Integrating these economic goals with a commitment to protecting 
the environmental resources supporting our facilities and region is critical, and is a major initiative for the
New York Shipping Association. Through our participation in forums and partnerships, including the
Comprehensive Port Improvement Plan and the Harbor Estuary Program, New York Shipping Association
members support major environmental initiatives in the region.

In addition, members have made significant investments to support
improvements in their business practices to reduce dependence on diesel
fueled equipment, support the development of a major rail distribution
network and support the largest environmental dredging project in the
nation. Members of the Association participate on task forces and work
groups to support the removal of contaminated sediments in our harbor
through the beneficial use of dredged material.

Another key environmental stewardship initiative is participation in the
Port Authority of New York and New Jersey's Green Practice Task Force,
which brings together staff from the Port Authority, New York Shipping
Association and the New York/New Jersey marine terminals to identify
projects related to air and water quality improvement, waste minimization
and energy conservation. 

Of special interest is the intent of these "green" initiatives to go beyond what is required by law and 
regulations. As part of this effort, the Green Practice Task Force recently updated the Port's Cargo
Handling Equipment air emission inventory.  The update revealed that the terminal operators' voluntary
modernization of container handling equipment fleets resulted in more than a 30% reduction of air 
emissions across a full spectrum of pollutants.  This initiative earned the Port Authority of New York and
New Jersey the 2005 American Association of Port Authorities' 2005 Environmental Improvement Award.

New York Shipping Association, along with other port stakeholders, participates in the Harbor Roundtable,
which advocates for funding and other resources to complete harbor restoration initiatives. Other 
environmental initiatives in the harbor during the past year include retrofitting engines on Staten Island
ferries and select tugboats as a means of offsetting air emissions from the 50-foot harbor deepening
project, and the continued beneficial use of the harbor's dredged material. 

All these initiatives help bring to reality the vision of the New York/New Jersey harbor as a world-class
port and a world-class estuary.

Frank McDonough is the President of New York Shipping Association.

For more information about the port visit our website at:
www.deliveringprosperity.com
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